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1John 2:3-11 “As Jesus Did”

We@e living in a time of great uncertainty
and therefore of anxiety. That@true on the
world scene, wherewe don®know how best
to use American power and influence for
good; wherewe wonder how much more
American blood and money thelraqi
government deserves, what kinds of trouble
Iran isgoing to cause, where and when Al
Qaedawill strike again, whether anyone has
the political will to save the people of Darfur.

In the nation it@ no better. Congressis
polarized and incapable of making sensible
compromises; the legality and desirability of
tortureis open for debate, immigration is an
unsolved problem; suspicion of foreignersis
widespread. In our family liveswewonder if
our jobs or pensions will still bethere when
we need them, whether our investment in
our houses will go sour, whether it@worth
spending so much to put our children
through college. Will anyone care for us
when we are old, sick and alone? What
world will our children and grandchildren
inherit, when the oil isrunning out and
Chinaisthe most powerful nation in the
world?

In timeslike these, the sociologists tell us,
people turn to religion for direction, for
assurance and comfort. But there too we face
great uncertainty. The visibility and certainty

of Islam makes many people wonder what to
think about Christianity. Many people are
not at all surewhat Christianity is!

1) By This We Know

Perhaps surprisingly, the situation faced by
late 1st C. Christians wasnot so different. The
political order was shifting, and Rome was
not what it had been. Jewish religion wasin
shock and disarray after the destruction of
the Temple and the massacre or deportation
of thousands of Jews. Mysteriousreligious
offeringswere everywhere, with what would
later be called Gnosticism on therise.
Christian churchesin some placeswere
divided and discouraged.

John the writer of the 4t Gospel tried in his
letters to help out confused Christians. They
had seen some of their membersleave,
embracing different teachingsthan they had
learned from the Apostolic band who
founded their churches. They had heard
from their neo-Gnostic friends that Oscret
knowledgeOof God wasavailable to those
initiated into the mystical arts. They had
heard that what these beliefs carried no
moral requirements. What to believe? Who
truly Oknows GodOand who doesn@?



John proclaims a series of statements
designed to reassure Christians. Two
trademark phrasesrecur throughout his
sermon-letter: OWeknow that...Oor more
literally in the Greek, OB/ thiswe know
that...O;and the construction OF we say...Oor
Of weclaim.OHeis providing what you
could call OestsOthat people can apply to see
where they stand in relation to Christian
faith; and which can bif they passthem, as
he expects they will Bprovide them with
deep reassurance that they are on theright
track as Christians.

OB thiswe know that we know God...Oor
OB thiswe know wearein him...Obtwo
ways of saying what he hasdescribed in his
prolog: that central to Christian faith is that
Jesus Christ brought into theworld anew
possibility for fellowship with God; that
through Jesus, people could Cknow GodO
and be united with him; that they could
share hislifein away described asOlving in
himOor Odiding in him,0and OGod living in
them.O

How could Christians be sure that they
indeed Oknew GodOand were On GodOBy
obeying God@® commands. By living as Jesus
lived. The test of thereality of their professed
faith wasthat they lived it out in obedience b
and especially obedience to the
commandment that Jesus had called Orew OP
although it wasin a sense also very old
indeed Bthe command to Obve one another
as| haveloved you.OIf you wanted to be
sureyou were a Christian, you should look
at how you lived. Did you love as Jesus
loved, live as Jesus lived, Owalk as Jesus
walkedO?

2) Three Tests

Thistest of obedience hasto be put alongside
two othersthat John hasalready mentioned
and will return to over and over in hisletter.
To be a Christian meansto believe that Jesus

isthe incarnate Word of God who brought
thelife of God into theworld. To be a
Christian isto admit that we are sinners,
whose moral acts and inclinations would
separate us from God unless Jesus had
intervened asour atoning sacrifice and as
our advocate with his Father. Tobe a
Christian meansto livein relation to other
peopleintheloving way Jesusdid, and to
follow his example and histeaching.

John saysthere are three marks of true
Christianity: belief, repentance, love. N one of
them alone suffices, all are needed. It was,
and is, no good saying Olbelieve all the right
things, | have orthodox doctrine... | believe
the Apostle@ Creed, the Westminster
Confession, the Five Points of Calvinism...O
and imagining that is enough. No, it isn® It
wasand isinsufficient to say Olhave been
cleansed from sin and am now arighteous
person... | don®smoke, drink or chew, and |
don®go with girlswho doO(asmy Southern
friendsused to say)! Itwasand is
inadequate to say Q love and serve other
people... | give so many dollarsto the church,
food to the pantry, clothes to the thrift
store...Oand think thatin itself is
Christianity. No - all are needed Dtrue belief,
true repentance, true love! They go together,
and when any one of them is made the sole
test of Christianity, or when any one of them
isdiscarded asunnecessary, then what
results Baccording to John asrepresentative
of authoritative Apostolic teaching bisnot
true Christianity.

But John@ aim is not to exclude those who
don®conform, but to reassure those within the
church that their fears about whether they
aretruly Christians are unfounded. For those
who wonder whether their spiritual
experience truly does mean they know God,
he answers Qook at your life.OIf you are
obeying God®@ commands, if you are
following JesusQife, if you are loving your
brothers and sistersin Christ, then you can



be assured you areindeed On himOand do
indeed Oknow him.O

3) Love, Not Hate

But if, on the other hand, you discover that
your relationshipswith other people b
especially other Christians Bare more aptly
described asOtateOthan Obve,Othen it is
time to re-examine your professed beliefs
and see whether thereis not a OdsconnectO
somew herein your belief system.

And if that soundsradical, recall that John as
awriter Otikes no hostages;Ohe paints
everything in black and white Bor to be
more faithful to his metaphors, asdarkness
and light. OF you claim to bein the light but
hate your brother you are still in the
darknessOPthat is, if you claim to bein
fellowship with God but are out of
fellowship with the peopleyou live among,
you are deceiving yourself about your faith.

Jesus, you will recall, waseven more forceful
on the subject: Owhoever is angry with his
brother will be subject to judgment...
whoever calls hisbrother afool isin danger
of hell fireO(Mt 5:21-22). In JesusCteaching,
all forms of hatred and animosity were
against the law of love, against the law of
God, against JesusCplans for the life of his
followers.

Hislife, his plan, hiscommand, were all
summed up in the idea of sacrificial love. TO
love your brother or sister in Christ wasnot
to have warm feelings about them, but to
work for their good, to put their needs before
your own, and to sacrifice your own time,
comfort, interests, rights, effort, money for
their sake. Thereisno truelove without
sacrifice, and if you have not learned that in
marriage, you will never have agood one. If
you have not yet learned that about child-
rearing, learn it quick! Loveis about doing
what other people need done, not because

they deserveit, or because you have warm
feelingstoward them at the moment, but
because that@ the kind of person you are.

John goesto great lengths later in hisletter to
show usthat God@love wasrevealed in
sending Jesus, and that Jesuslove was
shown in giving hislifeasasacificial
offering for us. He told his disciples OGeater
love hasno man than this, that helay down
his life for his friendsO(Jn 15:13). Greater
love hasno husband, than that he givesup a
golf game for hiswife! Greater love hasno
mother, than that she gives up her rest for
her son@ ballgame! You get the idea!

John teaches us that love isameasure of our
faith. If we find ourselvesloving, we can be
reassured about our belief. But thereis one
more thing to say about this, if itistruly to
be aword of reassurance and not a source of
further anxiety. Does it mean that we have to
be perfect in love beforeit is evidence for
true faith? If we are ever angry or discover
hate in usfor anyone, does that meanwe do
not truly know God?No Bno more than that
only atotally wicked person istruly ignorant
of God. Despite John® bladk-and-

white/ darkness-and-light language, what
we areto discern within usiswhether we are
inclined to love, inclined to obey, wanting to
live asJesuslived, wanting to love as Jesus
loved.

If not Band believe me, there are millions of
people, even in thiscountry, who have no
such desires or interests Dif not, then we are
probably not Christians, even if we
sometimes think we are. But if we know that
we want to liveasJesus did, if we believe he
wasthe Word come to dwell among us, if we
admit we are sinners saved by grace and are
trying to walk in thelight asheisin thelight,
then we can be assured that we areindeed
Christians Bbthat we are children of the
heavenly Father, that we do indeed know



God and share hislife, that we OabdeOin
Jesus and hein us.

In aworld where people are searching for
reassurance in esoteric or occult Opiritual
quests,Oor hoping that amorality and self-
indulgence will answer their inner needs, or
living in total indifference to anyone® needs
but their own Dand 1@ sure you know
people like that, where you work or perhaps
even whereyou live bPwe need asChristians
to model a better assurance, and a better
foundation for life, for family, for vocation,
for viewing the world.

If we are Christians, we can bereassured that
our knowledge of God isreal; but if we are
Christians, we ought also to be those who
consciously seek to Owalk in the light.O
Belief, repentance and love should be our
everyday ads; should berevealed daily in
our intellectual and moral humility; should
be validated regularly in the way we defer to
the needs of other peoplewhom welive
with, work with, worship with.

Jesusisour life, our light, our atonement, our
advocate, our example, and so much more.
We should embrace the truth about him by
faith, repent of the self-centeredness that
would separate us from him, and follow his
command to live sacrificially for the sake of
other people. That@ what Christians do, and
the world longs to see that.

Let uspray...




